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PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE MEETING 
 

to be held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland 
Starting at 10 a.m. on Monday, 16 February 2004 1, 2 

 
 
1. Election of officers. 
 
2. Adoption of the agenda. 
 
3. Relevant developments and activities since the adoption of the Protocol on Pollutant Release 

and Transfer Registers. 
 
4. National preparations for ratification and implementation of the Protocol. 

                                                 
1 The present document has been submitted late due to difficulties in completing the necessary consultation process. 
2 New accreditation procedures have been introduced for all delegates attending meetings at the Palais des Nations. 
Delegates are therefore requested to complete the registration form which is available from the Internet web site of 
the UNECE Environment and Human Settlements Division (http://www.unece.org/env/pp/prtr.htm) and to transmit it to 
the Aarhus Convention secretariat, at the latest two weeks prior to the meeting , either by fax +41 22 917 01 07 or by 
e-mail to the following address public.participation@unece.org. Prior to the meeting, delegates are requested to present 
themselves at the Pass and Identification Unit of the UNOG Security and Safety Section, located at the Villa Les 
Feuillantines, 13 Avenue de la Paix (see map at http://www.unece.org/env/pp/prtr.htm) to pick up their identification 
badge. In case of difficulty, please contact the Aarhus Convention secretariat by telephone at +41 22 917 42 26. 
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5. Preparations for the entry into force of the Protocol and the first session of its Meeting of the 
Parties. 

 
6. Needs and prospects for capacity-building, technical support, guidance and information 

exchange. 
 
7. Any other business. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 
 

At their first extraordinary meeting (Kiev, 21 May 2003), held within the framework of the 
fifth Ministerial ‘Environment for Europe’ Conference, the Parties to the Convention adopted the 
Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTRs); 36 States and the European 
Community signed the Protocol in Kiev.  
 

The Meeting of the Parties also approved a resolution of the Signatories to the Protocol, and 
agreed upon the mandate and priorities for further work to pave the way for the entry into force of 
the Protocol, including the establishment of the present Working Group, as recommended in the 
resolution (ECE/MP.PP/4, para. 23, and MP.PP/2003/1/Add.1/Rev.1). 
 
 
Item 1 Election of officers 
 

The Meeting is expected to elect a Chairperson and may elect one or more Vice-Chairpersons. 
 
 
Item 2 Adoption of the agenda 
 

The Working Group is invited to adopt the agenda as set out in the present document. 
 
 
Item 3 Relevant developments and activities since the adoption of the Protocol on Pollutant 

Release and Transfer Registers 
 

The secretariat will inform the Meeting of the status of signature and ratification of the 
Protocol. Delegations will be invited to inform the Meeting of relevant international and regional 
activities, such as the outcomes of the fourth meeting of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical 
Safety (Forum IV, Bangkok, 1-7 November 2003) and of the eleventh meeting of the PRTR 
Coordinating Group of the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals 
(Paris, 2 February 2004). The Working Group may wish to discuss in general terms the informal 
division of roles between the various international organizations active in this field and the role of 
the Protocol in this context. 
 
 
Item 4 National preparations for ratification and implementation of the Protocol 
 

Signatories and other States will be invited to inform the Working Group of activities 
undertaken to prepare for ratification and implementation of the Protocol. Within this context, the 
European Commission will be invited to inform the Working Group of the outcome of a meeting to 
which representatives of the 15 EU member States and ten accession countries and various other 
stakeholders were invited to discuss the European Community’s plans for ratifying and 
implementing the Protocol (Luxembourg, 26 November 2003). 
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In describing their plans and intentions, delegations may wish to indicate which options they 
intend to pursue in those cases where the Protocol provides choices as to the manner of 
implementation as well as to identify any good practices related to different aspects of setting up and 
operating national PRTRs. Specifically, delegations may wish to address the following issues: 
 

(a) Whether they will integrate the reporting required under article 7 with other reporting 
mechanisms or whether they will have a stand-alone reporting system (art. 3, para. 5); 
 

(b) Which other environmental databases they would consider suitable for linking with the 
national PRTR (art. 5, para. 5); 
 

(c) Whether they intend to apply capacity-based thresholds for activities combined with 
release- and transfer-based thresholds for pollutants (art. 7, para. 1 (a)), or employee-based 
thresholds combined with manufacture/process/use-based thresholds (art. 7, para. 1 (b)); 
 

(d) Whether they intend to impose the reporting obligation on the owners of facilities, or on 
the operators, or both (art. 7, para. 2); 
 

(e) Whether they intend to use pollutant-specific reporting of transfers, or waste-specific 
reporting, or a combination (art. 7, para. 5 (d)); 
 

(f) The methodologies that they will use to gather the information on the amounts of 
pollutants or waste released or transferred (art. 7, para. 5 (f)); 
 

(g) For which categories of diffuse sources, if any, they are collecting data which may 
practicably be included in the register; and if none, on which diffuse source(s) they intend to initiate 
reporting (art. 7, para. 7); 
 

(h) Whether they intend to make the second reporting year the year immediately following 
the first reporting year, or to have a one-year gap (art. 8, para. 1); 
 

(i)  Measures that they intend to take in order to ensure appropriate opportunities for public 
participation in the development of their national PRTRs (art. 13); 
 

(j)  To what extent they intend to go beyond the provisions of the Protocol, for example by 
including more extensive information on the register (e.g. additional activities or pollutants, 
additional parameters such as stored pollutants or pollutants in products), imposing a shorter time 
frame for reporting, providing for greater public accessibility, etc. (art. 3, para. 2). 
 

The Working Group may wish to exchange views on certain technical issues, such as what 
constitutes a release to land. It may also wish to identify good practice examples and to consider 
possible measures to promote convergence and compatibility among national PRTRs, having in 
mind the obligations under article 3, paragraph 6, and article 17, paragraph 3, of the Protocol and 
paragraph 10 of the resolution of the Signatories. 
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Item 5 Preparations for the entry into force of the Protocol and the first session of its Meeting of 
the Parties 

 
The Meeting of the Parties is required, at its first session, to adopt by consensus rules of 

procedure for its sessions and those of its subsidiary bodies, and arrangements and procedures for 
promoting and assessing compliance and addressing non-compliance (art. 17, para. 2 (g), and 
art. 22). It is also mandated, inter alia, to establish a programme of work and guidelines on reporting 
by the Parties, and to consider establishing financial arrangements and technical assistance 
mechanisms and adopting measures to strengthen international cooperation (art. 17, para. 2 (b), (c), 
(d) and (h)). 
 

The Meeting of the Parties may also wish to assess the experience gained from the 
development of national PRTRs, the implementation of the Protocol on the national level and 
outcomes of relevant international processes, and to discuss the procedures for reviewing the 
reporting requirements in accordance with article 6, paragraph 2.  
 

The Working Group is expected to decide upon a procedure or procedures for preparing draft 
documentation for the Meeting of the Parties on these issues, or some of them, and may wish to hold 
a first discussion on the form (e.g. draft decision) and possible content of such draft documentation. 
 
 
Item 6 Needs and prospects for capacity-building, technical support, guidance and information 

exchange 
 

The secretariat will report on its efforts to coordinate the capacity-building activities of 
international, regional and non-governmental organizations relevant to the Convention and Protocol. 
Delegations from countries requiring capacity-building or technical support in order to fulfil their 
expected obligations under the Protocol will be invited to describe their needs. Other delegations 
will be invited to present any ongoing or planned activities aimed at building capacity or providing 
technical support. 
 

The Working Group may wish to consider to what extent guidance is needed on various issues 
related to the establishment and maintenance of PRTRs, taking into account guidance which has 
already been developed by organizations such as the United Nations Institute for Training and 
Research (UNITAR), the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development and the 
European Commission. If further guidance is needed, the Working Group may wish to decide upon 
which themes such guidance should cover and what steps should be taken to develop it. 
 

UNITAR will be invited to report on progress in developing the ‘virtual classroom’ on PRTRs. 
Delegations will be invited to provide information on their needs for information and to make 
suggestions regarding the further development of the virtual classroom as a tool facilitating 
communication, education and capacity-building. 
 
 
Item 7 Any other business 
 

Delegations wishing to propose points under this item are requested to inform the secretariat as 
soon as possible. 


